AZBFS 2008  - WORKSHOPS
Birth of a Screenplay: From Idea to the Big Screen
9:00 a.m- 10:15 a.m.                                                                                                                                                        
The aim of this screenwriting workshop is to assist aspiring writers as they conceptualize their next screenplay effort.  Learn the key elements of a viable pitch and what industry executives look for and consider in financing a project. 

MATERIALS:   Writers should bring to the workshop 3-5 pitches typed on a sheet of paper.  Pitches should be no longer than 3 sentences long.  The workshop's director will discuss the viability of a few pitches relative to its artistic merit and its ability to attract film financing. 
PRESENTERS: 

NAME



AFFILIATION







Harrison Reiner
Instructor of Screenwriting, UCLA School of Film and Television and Staff Story Analyst for CBS-Paramount Television
SO YOU THINK YOU CAN ACT?  AN INTERACTIVE ACTOR’S WORKSHOP
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Bring your creativity and be prepared to take on the challenge of the award winning character you’ve always wanted to be! This interactive workshop will provide the tools you need to achieve successful cold reads, character preparation, and convincing delivery of television and film scripts.
PRESENTERS: 

NAME



AFFILIATION







Terrance Flack


TNT Productions (Director, Casting Agent, Producer, Actor)



Tim Starks


TNT Productions
Ashley Winston


Acting Coach and Instructor





Black Women in Film and Television: in front of and Behind the Camera
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.

Hear from the women that are breaking down barriers in this competitive industry and experiencing great success.  Learn of their unique paths, the partnerships created to support their career progress, and how they continue to achieve career success in this dynamic industry.  

PRESENTERS: 

NAME


 
AFFILIATION







1)  Special Celebrity Guests TBA
2)  Felicia Bell


Marketing and Film Distribution Manager

3) Jenean Glover

               Talent Manager and Consultant, Screen Partners, Inc.

Birth of a Screenplay, Part II: From Idea to the Big Screen 
(by invitation only)
12:30 P.m- 2:00 P.m.                                                                                                                                                        
This session is for a small group of pre-selected workshop attendees. Part 2 is open only to screenwriters who apply and are accepted for admission.  Writers should bring to the workshop 3-5 pitches typed on a sheet of paper.  The workshop’s director will discuss the viability of each pitch relative to its artistic merit and its ability to attract film financing.  The most viable pitch submitted by each writer is then discussed, relative to choice of protagonist, choice of primary antagonist, story beats, story structure, and what story is trying to say most.  Mr. Reiner will be available to meet with selected screenwriters throughout the weekend of the Showcase and help them to jump-start their next screenplay project as well as offer career counseling and guidance.
PROCESS FOR ADMITTANCE: Interested writers should submit a copy of their resume and writing sample of 15-25 screenplay pages in PDF file or read-only format.  Always submit the FIRST 15-25 pages of a finished screenplay or initial pages of a screenplay-in-progress, rather than pages from the center or end of a script to  AZBLACKFILM@cox.net prior to March 18, 2008.  Additional meetings throughout the weekend will be arranged by  Mr. Reiner and writers admitted to the workshop. 
PRESENTERS: 

NAME



AFFILIATION







Harrison Reiner
Instructor of Screenwriting, UCLA School of Film and Television and Staff Story Analyst for CBS-Paramount Television

Up Close & Personal: A conversation with Producer, Director, Lee Daniels
2:30p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
PRESENTERS: 

NAME


 
AFFILIATION







Lee Daniels


Lee Daniels Entertainment


From Hattie to Halle: A celebration of black WOmen in cinema
4:30p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Hear from our Sisters on Screen who continue to perfect the art and we are proud to say, “The 2008 AZBFS Oscar Micheaux Award goes to…”
PRESENTERS: 

NAME


 
AFFILIATION







Special Celebrity Guests TBA
