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LEE DANIELS
Daniels, a Philadelphia native, began his career in the entertainment industry as a casting director and manager working on films such as “Purple Rain” and “Under the Cherry Moon,” both starring music icon Prince.  In 1984, Daniels launched Lee Daniels Entertainment, a banner production company that would become the springboard for his breakthrough as a film producer. 

The critically-acclaimed 2001 drama “Monster’s Ball,” starring Halle Berry, Billy Bob Thornton and Heath Ledger, was the first production under Daniels’ production company.  Nominated for two Academy Awards  --  Best Original Screenplay and Best Actress  --  “Monster’s Ball”  became the first film, solely produced by an African-American, to garner an Academy Award nomination.  Berry went on to win the Academy Award for Best Actress, making her the first African-American to win the category.  

Since “Monster’s Ball,” Lee Daniels has been keeping busy on the film front, producing the 2005 drama “The Woodsman,” starring Kevin Bacon, Kyra Sedgwick and Mos Def.  He made his directorial debut in 2006 with “Shadowboxer,” starring Oscar winners Cuba Gooding, Jr. and Helen Mirren.  Daniels is currently working on a new film titled “Tennessee” with pop superstar Mariah Carey featured in a prominent role
TERRENCE FLACK

Terrence Flack is a graduate of Bluefield State College with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences. He is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and has earned a Master’s of Arts in the Humanities at California State University. He is a native West Virginian, but has resided in Los Angeles for the past 13 years.

 

He can be seen in the upcoming feature “Kings of the Evening”, featuring Glynn Turman, Lynn Whitfield, and Reginald T. Dorsey.  In addition, he stars in the independent comedy film “Cain and Abel” (featuring Flavor Flav) which he co-wrote and co-produced with Shane Woodson.  He also appears in “The Onion Movie” with Steven Segal which is due for a 2008 release.

 

He has been featured in several national commercials including: Mercedes-Benz, Gap (w/Orlando Bloom and Kate Beckinsale) McDonalds, AT&T, Coca-Cola, Boost Mobil, Visa, National Car Rental, and SkyePlus (U.K.)  Television credits include: “Everybody Hates Chris”, “The Shield”, “Married With Children”, “Strong Medicine”, “Cold Case”, and most recently on ABC’s top rated “Grey’s Anatomy.”

 

On stage he has recently appeared in Suzin Lori-Parks “365 days/365 plays”, “One Fell Swoop”, and “Hell Cab”, at the Elephant Theatre in Los Angeles. Additional theatre credits include: “Who Killed Woody Allen”, (in the role of Spike Lee) “One World”, and William Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”.  He is also credited (along with Tim Starks) for casting several music video’s including U.K. star Nathan, and Mint Condition.

PAM GRIER 

With a film career that dates back more than 35 years, Pam Grier is a true icon of the independent film genre, having become the face of successful low-budget dramas such as “Coffy” and “Foxy Brown.”  Sexy, strong and stylish, she became the new female cinematic archetype in a pivotal era for African-Americans in film.  In his review of “Coffy” in 1973, film critic Roger Ebert described Pam Grier as an “actress of beautiful face and astonishing form,” adding that she possessed a kind of “physical life” missing from other actresses.  

Noted as the first African-American female to headline a film of the so-called blaxploitation genre, Grier’s impact on cinema and pop culture has lasted throughout the decades.  In 1997, she played the title character in Quentin Tarantino’s film “Jackie Brown,” a role Tarantino customized for Grier in homage to the character she popularized in 1974’s “Foxy Brown.”  Often imitated, but never duplicated, Grier’s Foxy Brown character continues to be referenced in these modern times.  Foxy Brown is also the inspiration for the moniker  appropriated by the Brooklyn rapper who goes by the same name.  

Born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Pam Grier lived in several different places, due to her father’s military career, before the family settled down in Denver, Colorado.  She got her big break after moving to Los Angeles where, after taking a small role as a “partygoer” in the Roger Ebert film “Beyond the Valley of The Dolls,” she was discovered by director Roger Corman while working as a receptionist at a film company.  Corman cast Grier in her first movies, 1971’s “The Big Doll House,” and 1972’s “The Big Bird Cage,” which opened the doors for the memorable roles with which she has become associated.  Ms. Grier’s work has been recognized over the years with Emmy, Golden Globe and Screen Actors Guild nominations.  She can currently be seen on the Showtime drama “The L Word” in which she plays the character Kit Porter.  

JENEAN GLOVER 

President of her own talent management and consulting entity, Screen Partners, Inc., Jenean is a Chicago native with over a decade of experience providing representation for established actors and filmmakers.  Jenean’s company specializes in forming strategic partnerships and collaborating with talent to develop creative content for all forms of media. Her clients have included comedic actress Tracee Ellis Ross (“Girlfriends”), comedian and actor Guy Torry (“American History X”) and Bassett Vance Productions with producers Angela Bassett and Courtney B. Vance. 
Jenean began her career with William Morris Agency as an agent where she worked on the feature film careers for Timothy Hutton, Jurnee Smollett , Marcia Cross, Mo’Nique, Lynn Whitfield, and Swoosie Kurtz, among others. Also to her credit, she signed Michael Ealy (“There Eyes Were Watching God,” “Sleeper Cell”) and John Cho (“Harold & Kumar Go to White Castle”) to the agency, as well as multi-hyphenate Tyler Perry (“Madea’s Family Reunion” franchise) whom she introduced to his current producing partner Reuben Cannon.

Jenean has a BSEE from Purdue University, and an MBA from the Marshall School of Business at the University of Southern California where Jenean served as associate producer of the award-winning short film "Kings," which later won the SHOWTIME Black Filmmakers Showcase.  Jenean is married to Malcolm H. Glover II and they reside in West Hills, California with their newborn twin daughters. 

HARRISON REINER
 
Producer and Co-writer, TIERRA DE TIGRES (2008), foreign-language, romantic tragedy shot on location in Mexico, starring four actors previously nominated for the Ariel Award, Mexico's Academy Award; Staff Story Analyst (I.A.T.S.E.), CBS-Paramount Television; Instructor of Screenwriting, Professional Programs, UCLA School of Film and Television; Mentor and Lecturer, Hollywood Black Film Festival; Mentor, Latino Writers Lab (sponsored by Time-Warner, the Writers Guild, and the National Association of Latino Independent Producers); previously Production Executive, Sovereign Pictures (co-distributors of the Academy Award-winning motion pictures MY LEFT FOOT and CINEMA PARADISO);  Story Editor, RKO Pictures (during the filming of John Sayles' EIGHT MEN OUT); Visiting Associate Professor of Writing for Short Film, M.F.A. Directing Program, UCLA School of Film and Television; served as story analyst for Universal Pictures, Sherry Lansing Productions in association with Paramount Pictures, Warner Brothers Feature Animation, the Samuel Goldwyn Company, and Turner Network Television; Mr. Reiner earned his B.F.A. at New York University Tisch School of the Arts and an M.F.A. at Columbia University's School of the Arts; He studied acting at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in London and has lectured on screenwriting for the Directors Guild of America, the Producers Guild of America, The Scottish Film Academy at Napier University (Edinburgh, Scotland), and for the Organization of Black Screenwriters.  He is a photographer with works in the permanent collection of the New York Historical Society.
 

TIM STARKS

Tim Starks is the youngest of 10 very talented kids born to Theola and Burnes Starks. He grew up in Tucson and graduated from the University of Arizona. He has lived in Los Angeles for the past 14 years.

Training and studying is very important in every art form. Finding a Mentor is essential. Tim started with the great acting coach Ivan Markota at the Van Mar Academy. Ivan was crucial in molding and developing Tim's career by teaching him "the business of acting". Amongst Tim's other mentors is Fred Roos one of the most prolific producers in Hollywood. His list of productions include, The Godfather II & III, The Cotton Club, Apocalypse Now, and Los In Translation. He is also one of the greatest Casting Directors. From finding Al Pacino in the Godfather to Harrison Ford in American Graffit, as well as casting Star Wars. "Tim's acting ability is an offer you can't refuse" chuckles Roos.

Tim has appeared in many TV productions such as Friends, Arrested Development, Justice, Scrubs and many others. He also appears in the upcoming film "Kings Of The Evening". Tim currently has written a script with Fred Roos attached as Producer.

His stage credits includes the critically acclaimed "In Arabia We'd All Be Kings" which garnered him a 2008 LA Theater Awards Best Supporting Actor nominee. The production also won The 2008 Garland Award for The Best Ensemble Cast of ANY theatrical production in all of Los Angeles beating out plays that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars to produce. He can currently be seen in commercials for IBM, Sunny Delight, and Wal- Mart .Go to IMDB.COM to see if he will be appearing in any upcoming TV shows are movies.

LINARA WASHINGTON

Linara Washington was born in the little town of Beaufort, SC to a beautiful Brazilian woman and an American son of a preacher man. Her mother spoke no English at the time, which has given Linara the added benefit of being fluent in Portuguese. She is currently adding German to her list of languages and is hoping to conquer French, Italian, Japanese, and Hebrew.

 
Linara has had the pleasure of working at a number of Chicago's most acclaimed theaters including The Steppenwolf, Lookingglass, Northlight, and the Tony Award winning Victory Gardens. She has appeared in over 30 commercials nationally and internationally. A supporting role as Keisha--the cute and sassy receptionist-- in Barbershop 2 motivated her move to LA where she has since enjoyed recurring roles on "American Dreams" and "E.R." as well as a number of guest star spots including "Cold Case", "Close To Home", and "Without A Trace." She most recently had the pleasure of working with Will Ferrell, Maggie Gyllenhaal, and acclaimed director Marc Forster in the upcoming film "Stranger Than Fiction."

ASHLEY WINSTON

Ashley Rae Winston, actress and arts education specialist of Chicago, graduated from Columbia College Chicago in 2005 with a B.A. in Theatre Performance. In 2007 she graduated with a Masters of Arts Management, Entertainment and Media Management. Her concentration was in Arts and Youth Community Development. Ashley has been featured in several films and commercials including, "Roll Bounce", "Stranger than Fiction" and more recently a national media campaign for Bally Total Fitness. Ashley has also worked and performed for Walt Disney World, Florida, The Chicago Children's Theatre, CAPE, Metropolis Center of Performing Arts, Urban Gateways, and FreeStreet Theatre Company. Ashley is currently playing the role of "Wings" and "Woman on the Moon" in a production called, "Red Kite, Blue Moon". She is most passionate about collaboration within the artistic process and finding innovative ways to reach youth through the arts.

LYNN WHITFIELD

No stranger to awards recognition, Lynn Whitfield is one of those rare acting talents who continue to find success on both the big and small screen.  One of her first defining acting experiences came with her portrayal of jazz legend Josephine Baker in the 1991 HBO movie “The Josephine Baker Story” for which she won an Emmy Award.  The demanding role required Whitfield to progress through the ages, so to speak, reenacting Baker’s experiences from an 18-year-old ingénue to her experiences as a seasoned entertainer and civil rights activist at the age of 68.  

Whitfield’s memorable turn as a jilted lover-turned-femme fatale in the 1996 comedy “A Thin Line Between Love and Hate,” also won her much acclaim, as did her role in the critically-praised drama “Eve’s Bayou,” which “Time” magazine recently declared one of “The 25 Most Important Films On Race.” In 2005, Whitfield picked up more praise, and hardware, for her work in the FX TV movie, “Redemption: The Stanley Tookie Williams Story.”  Her numerous film and television credits also include “The Women of Brewster Place,” “The Wedding,” “The Planet of Junior Brown,” “The Cheetah Girls” movies, “Head of State” and “Madea’s Family Reunion.”

